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EMERGE NEWSLETTER 

SNDA STUDENTS ATTEND ADEA GO DENTAL 

CONFERENCEðDENVER, CO MARCH12-14, 2016 

-Elizabeth Fadoju, D3 Columbia University- 

During the ADEA GO Dental Fair, I had the opportunity to speak with prospective 

pre-dental students about the application process, my experience at Columbia 

University and what diversity looks like there, SNDA and my experience as a Health 

Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP) participant in the U.S. Navy. 

I had the chance to participate in the Student Diversity Leadership Program during 

the American Dental Education Association annual conference in Denver, Colorado. 

Headed by Mark Lopez of ADEA, two students from each dental school were selected 

by their deans and invited to participate in this two-day workshop to identify 

strategic action plans for addressing diversity issues at their respective schools. 

Students identified mentoring needs, developed impact statements, resources and 

allies. My impact statement was ñauthentic confrontation of privilege in efforts to 

create access and make reparations for institutionalized injusticesò.  

Some content shared was the Black Bruins video that spearheaded movements such 

as Being Black at University of Michigan and I Too Am Harvard. It was great to meet 

and network with other likeminded students for whom the issue of diversity is made 

personal when we reflect on how underrepresented we are in the field of dentistry. 

Representatives from ADEA did share that there were many resources on the ADEA 

website that shed light on the statistics of representation at each dental school, and 

charged students to develop action plans that they could take back to the leadership 

of their schools.  
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(Continued from page 1) 

Following the SDLP program, I had the opportunity to attend some ADEA general 

sessions, for example a talk from Harvard faculty and students on how to 

economically address disparities through pipeline programs encouraging students at 

an early age to consider dentistry. It is encouraging to note how much progress has 

been made and that there 

are specific bodies that exist 

to tackle the issue of 

underrepresentation but 

there is still a great more 

that needs to be done. I hope 

that ADEA along with SNDA 

can continue to be on the 

forefront of this issue. There 

will be an opportunity 

during the SNDA conference 

this July to voice some of 

these frustrations with ñourò 

personal narrative. We will offer a platform for our members to be real about 

what it is like to pursue dentistry in their respective environments. I look 

forward to hear some of these narratives and hope they will offer a safe haven 

and help to generate some meaningful action points.  

-Elizabeth Fadoju (pictured above), D4 Columbia University- 
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Atijah Collins, D4 Dental College of 
Georgia 
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Alexandra Fitzgerald, D2 University of Maryland- 

 

Do you remember what it was like to be a pre-dental student? You possibly day-dreamed about your exciting 

future: waxing central incisors, drilling an ideal MOD, and making your 

patients smile brighter. You wondered where you should apply, or even 

better, how does the AADSAS process work? Luckily, the American 

Dental Educational Association (ADEA) hosted its Annual GoDental 

Recruitment Fair for pre-dental students on March 12th in Denver, CO. 

The fair consists of 54 exhibitors. I represented SNDA and was fortunate 

to meet with both current and potential USNDA members. We raffled 

Amazon gift cards to students who visited the table to learn more about 

our SNDA family. SNDA is dedicated to the advancement and retention of 

minority students within the field of 

dentistry, and providing support to 

undergraduate and pre-dental 

students is one of the ways we are 

able to increase diversity within our field. Many students showed 

interest in establishing chapters at their institutions and fostering a 

relationship with their local SNDA chapters. They look forward to 

attending more events, such as Impressions Day, Open Houses, or 

Oral Cancer Walk. Please make sure to keep submitting events to be 

sent to USNDA members via email 

at memberatlarge.snda@gmail.com! Continue encouraging those 

attending your events to learn more about and join USNDA, as it is a 

great organization to prepare them for dental school. Finally, at the 

ADEA GoDental Recruitment Fair, flyers for National Convention were 

distributed. USNDA will have separate events during the SNDA 

Conference to be held in July in Atlanta. Please make sure your pre-

dental network is aware of this opportunity. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please reach out to me via email. 
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The Student National Dental Society was established in 

the years following Dr. King's I Have A Dream speech, with the purpose of increasing the number of 

minorities in dentistry, providing a pipeline for underrepresented minorities into dentistry and to provide oral 

care for our communities. We believe this organization is a fruition of Dr. King's Dream. 

Because of the sacrifices and efforts made by Dr. King and Civil Rights Leaders of the 1960's, we are able 

to fulfill our mission without prejudice, bias or defiance. On this day, we not only celebrate the life of Dr. 

King, but rejoice in his legacy, perseverance and leadership. 

Lexi Wabara, Graduating Senior of ASDOH writes: 

The ASDOH SNDA Chapter joined forces with Hashtag Lunchbag to distribute oral hygiene products to downtown 

Phoenix's homeless population in February. Hashtag Lunchbag creates and distributes lunches with inspirational 

handwritten notes penned on each bag to instill hope and love. Nearly 75 bags, which included toothbrushes, toothpaste 

and floss, were distributed. A 'Holiday Happy Hour' fundraiser was held at BJ's Restaurant in the previous months to fund 

the items to be distributed.   

 

 

ASDOH students recognize Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. during Black History Month! 

Life's most persistent and urgent 

question is, 'What are you doing for 

others?ô-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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This summer, seven students from Case Western Reserve University 

(CWRU) School of Dental Medicine had the opportunity to 

volunteer in Jamaica for a week to provide dental care in Clarendon 

and St. Thomas. The trip was organized by CWRU- Student 

National Dental Association and Zion Care International. The goal was to promote and preserve the health, welfare and 

physical wellbeing of the economically challenged and needy.  In these towns, there is limited access to dental care and 

oral hygiene education for adults and children. People stood in line all day with their kids to see a dentist for their 

desperate dental needs. The Dental Mission treated over 620 patients with 872 procedures that included extractions, 

pedodontics, prophylaxis, fluoride treatments and oral hygiene instruction. The buildings that were used to setup the 

clinics did not have the luxury of modern technologies. For many services, headlights were used to light the field to work 

in the mouths, and plastic cups were used instead of suction. These barriers were a constant reminder of the ongoing need 

to improve access to dental care facilities. The team faced 

many challenges daily, however, despite these difficulties, the goal 

was to improvise and change peopleôs lives for the better. 

Dental health is often one of the most critically underserved 

healthcare fields in many countries, and there is a desperate need 

for dentists in rural America and abroad. The Jamaica Mission trip created a professional network for dentists and CWRU 

dental students where the team built a lifelong friendship. This was a great project that allowed CWRU dental students to 

mobilize their skills to bring smiles across Jamaica. Looking back, helping to relieve the patientsô prolonged pain while 

boosting their self-confidence made the experience all the more rewarding. Through this trip, it was learned that the 

success of the dental mission isnôt just through the dental care provided, but the underlying foundation it builds. This 

voluntary opportunity not only aided in development of new skills, but also offered a marvelous experience to interact 

with people from another culture and bring great personal satisfaction in helping the underprivileged. It was an honor to 

be able to donate the time, skills, and passion for a good cause. As Winston Churchill said, "You make a living by what 

you get. You make a life by what you give."  

 

 

 

 

Dental Mission Trip to Jamaica  
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